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predevelopment agreement between the County and the selected proposer.

3. Find that the recommended actions do not constitute a project pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the reasons stated in this letter and the record of the project.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD, ACTING AS THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:

1. Authorize the Executive Director, or his designee, in consultation with CEO and County Counsel, 
to enter into exclusive negotiations with the highest ranked proposer, on behalf of the County, for 
development of a proposed new DMH headquarters facility on existing County-owned properties at 
510, 526, and 532 South Vermont Avenue in the City of Los Angeles, and future development of 
County-owned properties at 550 and 433 South Vermont Avenue and 3175 West 6th Street in the 
City of Los Angeles.

2. Find that the recommended actions do not constitute a project pursuant to CEQA for the reasons 
stated in this letter and the record of the project.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to approve the release of the RFP for development of a 
proposed new DMH headquarters, and future development of adjacent County-owned properties in 
the Vermont Corridor.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no fiscal impact on the County General Fund at this time. Upon completion of the RFP 
process, the Commission intends to return to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation to 
approve a predevelopment agreement with the selected proposer.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On February 10, 2015, the Board authorized the Commission to complete an RFP for design and 
construction development of a proposed new DMH headquarters facility located on existing County-
owned property, as well as future development of adjacent County-owned properties in the Vermont 
Corridor.

The DMH headquarters will be located at the County-owned sites at 510, 526, and 532 South 
Vermont Avenue.  These sites are currently occupied by a two-story abandoned structure with roof 
parking, a two story office building occupied by Department of Parks and Recreation staff, open 
parking areas, and carport in the north parking area. The new DMH building will be approximately 
400,000 square feet, and will allow for the consolidation of all DMH administrative personnel in a 
single modern facility.  The facility will make use of the existing parking structure at 523 Shatto Place.

For the County-owned sites at 550 South Vermont Avenue and 3175 West 6th Street, which currently 
house DMH and the Department of Community and Senior Services, respectively, the RFP asks 
proposers to analyze the market and various potential development opportunities, and to propose a 
project with the highest economic benefit to the County.  It is anticipated that market-rate residential 
with street level retail will be developed on these sites.
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For the County-owned site at 433 South Vermont, which currently houses the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, the RFP asks proposers to analyze the market and various potential development 
opportunities, and to propose a project with the highest economic benefit to the County.  The RFP 
also asks for an alternative plan for low-income senior housing at this site.  Both options for this site 
will ultimately be presented to the Board of Supervisors.

The selected developer will be expected to pursue any required entitlements and approvals through 
the City of Los Angeles, the County



SEAN ROGAN

Executive Director

Enclosures

Respectfully submitted,
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